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Are WSC Students All Alcoholics? |Carpooling Shifts 
Into High Gear 


A collectio of alcoholic beverages 


Jeff Moffett 
Layout Editor 


Alcohol has a strong history 
on campuses around the United 
States. It has been glorified in 
such movies as Animal House 
and Old School. It has also 
been a major problem on many 
college campuses. Such is the 
case, in some people’s opinion, 
for Worcester State College. The 
school has revised its alcohol 
policy and increased the penalty 


for all levels of offenses. Are 
these changes justified? Is 
Worcester State College really a 
party school? 

It’s not, according to Police 
Chief Rosemary Naughton. She 
feels that compared to other 
schools alcohol has not been 
a major problem while she 
has worked here. Her officers 
are not instructed to actively 
search for alcohol violations. 
While on patrol, they will only 
respond to loud noises or called 
in complaints. Officers are only 


allowed to search an apartment 
if probable cause is found. This 
would include finding empty beer 
cans in the apartment or if the 
room smelled like alcohol. 

Statistically, Worcester State 
has been extremely consistent in 
terms of alcohol violations and 
judicial hearings. Each year the 
school reports approximately 
200 alcohol violations and 60 
judiciary hearings. Comparatively, 
Bridgewater State had 346 alcohol 
violations last school year. 

Even though Worcester State 
is well below the violation 
levels of similar colleges, the 
school’s administration has seen 
it fit to increase their alcohol 
awareness programs as well as 
penalties for alcohol violations. 
The school has _ encouraged 
freshman to participate in the 
Alcohol EDU program, which is 
an online informational session 
about alcohol. The counseling 
department recently brought in 
Jim Mathews, author of the book 
Beer, Booze, and Books, to talk 
about the consequences of binge 
drinking. 
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WSC Ski Club Rules Mount Snow 


Jeff Moffett 
Layout Editor 


Saturday mornings are usually 
a time for sleeping. After a hard 
week of classes, all one wants 
to do is rest and recharge their 
batteries. This was not the case 
for 21 Worcester State students 
on Saturday, February 4th. They 
woke up well before sunrise 
and braved a frigid morning to 
participate in a day many won’t 
soon forget. 

Why exactly did these students 
leave the warmth and comfort of 
their beds so early in the morning? 
The answer is simple: Mount 
Snow. This group of dedicated 
skiers and snowboarders were 
participating in the Worcester 
State Ski Club’s trip to the Mount 
Snow ski resort. 

The day began at 5:30 in the 
morning as students arrived on 
lower campus and loaded their 
equipment onto the coach bus. 
After a short delay to wait for 
stragglers, the bus departed for 
the approximately two hour trip 
to the ski resort. Students watched 
the movie The Shawshank 
Redemption during the ride. By 
the time the movie had ended the 
bus had arrived at the resort. 

Within ten minutes of arriving 
at Mount Snow, everyone had 
received their ticket and was 
ready to head up the ski lift and 
begin their day. Some warmed 


Mt. Snow 


up by starting on beginner trails. 
Others took the lifts straight to 
the summit and began their day 
on black diamonds, which are 
the most difficult trails the resort 
had to offer. Still others chose to 
spend most of their day in Mount 
Snow’s terrain park. 

Whatever they chose to do, 
everyone who went on the trip 
had a blast. It was a relatively 
quiet trip back, as 8 hours of 
skiing or snowboarding is an 
exhausting ordeal. Most slept for 
the majority of the bus trip, but 
some still had the energy to talk 
about the adventure they had just 
experienced. “Even though the 
trails were a little icy, the skiing 
was still completely awesome” 


said Worcester State student Will 


Brideau. 


It is true that there was some 
ice on the trails and that some of 
the trails were completely closed 
due to inadequate snow cover. 
Nevertheless, there was still 
plenty of fresh powder on most 
of the trails. More than 65 trails 
were open that day, which is more 
than enough to keep any skier or 
snowboarder busy. 

All in all, it was a great day for 
all that were involved. It is a day 
none of those involved will soon 
forget. 

The Worcester State Ski and 
Snowboard Club will be having 
another school ski trip on March 
11 to Mount Sunapee. They will 
be having a bake sale February 15 
in the Sullivan building to help 
pay for the trip. 


A group carpooling 


Courtney Towson 
Editor-in-Chief 


About 30 people have requested 
rides to the Worcester State 
campus this semester through 
the commuter carpooling system 
AlterNet Rides. Sarah Forti, 
Commuter Services Coordinator, 
is pleased with the response that 
students are showing towards 
the system. She admits that 
compared to the actual number of 
commuters that make their way to 
campus each day, 30 is a measly 
amount. “It’s going to take a 
year or two to get-students used 
to using the system,” she says. 
“With something like this the use 
of it will grow as more people use 
it and realize the benefits.” 

There could be some things 
that are holding a large group of 
commuters back. Such as long car 
rides with a complete stranger. 
The tense, silent minutes tick by. 
Each second feels like an hour. 
The voices of annoying morning 
talk show hosts and unidentified 
noises coming from somewhere 
in the engine are the only noises 
that keep you from going crazy. 
To tend to that fear, commuter 
services as well as the program 
that sets up the rides encourages 
the prospective carpoolers to 
meet first. Whether it be coffee or 
a burger from Coyote Jacks, this 
simple meeting can quell fears and 
make it pretty obvious whether 
or not the person you might be 
about to get into a car with has a 
pentagram tattooed on his or her 
head and is probably better left to 
a solitary driving experience. 

One thing that most every 
commuter agreed on was that 
they would be far more inclined to 
either pick up a needy soul or call 
shotgun if there was something in 
it for them. Yes, carpooling does 
have it’s own intrinsic values, 
such as spending less money on 


gas, car payments, less general 
wear and tear on your car, as well 
as the once in a lifetime chance 
to have a deep and meaningful 
conversation with someone new 
and perhaps plant the seed of a 
brand new friendship. But really, 
what’s in it for the kids that 
carpool? 

Perhaps the administration 
should take notice. Students want 
actual benefits for themselves 
that they can see. “If they had 
guaranteed spaces for carpoolers I 
would consider doing it,” said Joe 
Sawyer as he ate lunch with friends 
in the Living room. Knowing 
that you and your carpool buddy 
will not be forced to roam the lot 
looking for a spot seems to be 
a comforting thought. Students 
would also appreciate a little cold 
hard cash for their efforts. With 
the cost of parking permits so 
high and looking like they might 
continue to rise in the next few 
years, students are always looking 
for a way to diminish that cost. “If 
there was a discount or a refund 
for carpooling I’d be much more 
willing,” says John Ushinski. You 
can almost see these student’s 
eyes light up when you mention 
money back or refunds. 

So there is at least one answer 
to Worcester States parking 
problems. Give us money and we 
shall carpool. 
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rom the Desk of: 


The Editor-In-Chief 


Buy my love... go ahead and 
try. That is what this holiday is 
all about right? Buy me stuff to 
show me how much you really 
do cherish this “relationship” that 
we have been telling each other 
that we have. I mean it does say 
on Facebook that we’re together. 

I’m not bitter about love, 
seriously. I’m_ bitter about 
the commercialization of the 
holiday and the general aura that 
surrounds all things relating to 
Valentine’s Day. 

Valentine’s Day has a number 
of what some might call origins. 
Those crazy Europeans thought 
that all birds mated on the 14" of 
February and that humans should 
follow suit. 

Did you know that the 
first valentine ever made in 
America was created right here 
in Worcester? It was made by 
a. student of Mount Holyoke, 
Esther Howland. Her father was a 
stationer who imported valentines 
every year from England. Esther 
decided that it was high time 
she created her own American 
Valentine messages. 

But no longer are handmade 


and 


valentines with paste 
construction paper acceptable. 
No, these days the public, aka 
your significant other, wants a $7 
Hallmark card with lace, glitter, 
and no glue coming off the edges. 
Whatever happened to the good 
ol’ days? In Wales: lovers used 
exchange handmade wooden 
spoons with keys and keyholes 
carved into them. I don’t know 
about you but my utensil drawer is 
a little bare. And so is my morale 
after gazing over the price tags of 
red and pink. Just after you’ve 
finally paid off the credit card 
bills from Christmas, here comes 
another holiday to put you back 
into debt. 

Well Hallmark, I give in. I’ve 


bought my mom, dad, boyfriend, _ 


and friends a nice card on which 
I will place your gold crown seal 
right on the back. I bought the 
four dollar bags of chocolate and 
Pll most likely be wrapping them 
in some patterned paper that your 
creative geniuses have created for 


i! yy thy Wy, 


} 


my fellow consumers and I. 
So here’s my credit card. 
Where’s the pen? 
Courtney Towson 
Editor-in-Chief 


NOTICE: The Worcester air- 
port recently resumed regularly 
scheduled commercial flights. 
As a result they will be moni- 
toring the parking lots closely 
for unauthorized vehicles. Tow- 
ing of unauthorized cars will 
begin on February Ist. Be sure 
to get your WSC decal before. 
then. For additional informa- 
tion about the Worcester aiport 
and commercial flights go to 
www.flyworcester.com. 


Altered Mental Status 


At the close of 2005 the New 
York Times ran an article that 
revealed that President Bush had 
authorized the National Security 
Agency (NSA) to eavesdrop 
on conversations placed to or 
from Americans without court 
permission or warrants. Since the 
publishing of that article there 
has been a furor in Washington 
and all throughout the. country. 
The President responded to the 
allegation by going after the 
unknown individual who leaked 
the story, saying that revealing 
his measures was a, “shameful 
act,” reported by MSNBC. 

Was the leak and its publication 
truly a shameful act and, if so, for 
whom? For the New York Times, 
revealing something as egregious 
as the President ignoring the 


law to expand the powers of the’ 


executive is hardly shameful 
but exactly what the Founding 
Fathers intended. Perhaps what 
is shameful is the realization that 
Americans have been kept in 
the dark while the President has 
bypassed the law and overstepped 
the authority granted to him by 
the Constitution. There’s even a 
debate on whether or not Congress 
was even notified to the extent 
of the NSA’s program. Surely 
matters of national security are 
a concern of Congress, if not all 
Americans. 

What is undeniably a shame is 
that something has gone horribly 
wrong in translation. Since 2001, 
when American forces _ first 
entered Afghanistan, this country 
has heard a lot about fighting 
terrorism where the terrorists live, 
instead of here at home. One of 
the reasons for entering Iraq was 
to remove a regime that harbored 
both terrorists and the weapons 
of mass destruction they coveted. 
Since then we’ve been informed 
there are no weapons of mass 


destruction, and the terrorism in 


Iraq has yet to subside. While: 


the fight continues to be waged 
overseas, however, it has been 
revealed that itt might not be 
working. The fight we we’re 
taking to terrorists elsewhere 
have not prevailed if domestic 
wiretapping has become such an 
integral part of the War on Terror. 

To what extent are Americans 
willing to give up their civil 
liberties in order to be safe? One 
precedent dates back to when 
Europe was plagued by Norse 
invasions in the Dark Ages. The 
answer was to seek the protection 
of a wealthy lord at the price of 
your personal freedoms. The 
American Revolution overturned 
this system, however, as a result 
of Enlightenment thinking that 
made everyone citizens and equal 
before the law. By overlooking 
the law President Bush has asked 
Americans to return to a Dark 
Ages mentality of protection 
for rights, minus, of course, the 
asking. 

It is also suggested that those 
who are against wiretapping are 
not pro-civil liberties so much 
as they are working against 
the security of the nation. The 
fact of the matter is that many 
Americans have died so that future 
Americans could have the rights 
laid down in the Constitution 
by the Founding Fathers and 
subsequent Amendments.. Right 
now Americans are dying for 
those same principals for not only 
us but for the Iraqis as well. It’s 
a contradiction of terms to refer 
to domestic eavesdropping as 
necessary to protecting Americans 
because it is a violation of the 
rights we're supposed to be 
fighting so hard to retain. 


If we are going to fight the 
terrorists outside of the United 


* 


States then that is what we should 
do. If terrorists are suspected to 
be in the United States however, 
especially if they are United States 
citizens, then due process of law” 
and warrants are a requirement 
by law. Ignoring that law is itself 
an attack on the foundation of the 
nation. Since the fall of the Berlin 
Wall and 9/11 terrorists have 
taken the place of communists in 
the American subconscious, and 


as long as there is an invisible, 


unrecognizable enemy, the 
prevailing attitude seems to be 
protection at all costs. 

However, the biggest issue at 
hand is setting a new precedent. 
Do Americans no _ longer 
care about the freedoms their 
fathers and grandfathers held 
dear? Condoning unwarranted 
Wiretapping in a struggle against 
individuals who want to deprive 
Americans of their rights is an 
inconsistency. If Americans are 
serious about the War on Terror, 
serious about retaining the civil 
liberties that have been bled for in 
the past, and serious about ending 
oppression in other countries, 
then domestic eavesdropping 
conducted with no warrants is a 
matter of national security, - but 
only if it is allowed to continue. 

Jarret Byrne 


If you would like to submit a 
guest editorial to the Voice, send 
it to: 
studentvoice @worcester.edu with 
“Editorial” in the subject line. 
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The Psychology of Love | Ask J an: 


Stefanie Leite 
Contributor 


There exists no creature more 
beautiful than a woman in love. 
The rapid beating of her heart 
reveals itself openly through the 
blushing of her cheeks and the 
delight in her smile. As her eyes 

_meet those of her lover, she parts 
her lips to say, “I am my lover’s 
and my lover is mine...Place me 
like a seal over your heart, like 
a seal on your arm; for love is 
as strong as death, its jealousy 
unyielding as the grave. It burns 
like blazing fire, like a mighty 
flame. Many waters cannot wash 
it away” (Song of Songs 6:3 & 

8:6, NIV). 

Perhaps you have met this 
woman or maybe this woman 
describes you. Better yet, perhaps 
you are the lover for whom this 
woman’s heart so déeply longs. 
Regardless of your relation to her, 
surely your experience has drawn 
you to her gaze, has mystified and 
struck you as the most captivating 
encounter with the human spirit 
possible. 

This love is cultureless and 
timeless. Indeed, it touches men 
and women of all languages, all 
colors, and all lands. My hope 
is that when you imagined this 
woman, you did not imagine the 
“American ideal” or the image- 
obsessed media’s perception of 
beauty because this sensation 
excludes no one. 

Our history has embellished 
itself through our attempts to 
explain or express romantic love. 
It has penetrated art, literature, 
music and drama. Centuries 
of exploring this phenomenon 
has yielded a humanity that 
reveres love as the ultimate life 
experience. 

Sons and daughters of 
generations of romantics, we 
have embarked on a new realm 
of inquiry for understanding 
romantic love: science. Science 
did not dare explain an entity that 
possessed no empirical evidence 
other than the seemingly drunken 
antics of two people in love. 

Armed with evidence of the 


brain’s responsibility and 
_ images harvested by functional 
magnetic resonance imaging 


(fMRI), researchers have peeked 
into the workings of the brain 
in people who are in love. One 
such renowned _ researcher, 
anthropologist Helen Fisher, 
Ph.D., currently a professor at 
Rutgers University, has spent 
much of her professional life 
correlating chemical processes 
of the central nervous system 
and the experience of romantic 
love. She is the author of four 
books on the topic, most recently 
Why We Love: The Nature and 
Chemistry of Romantic Love 
(2004). Dr. Fisher contends that 
the sex drive, romantic love and 
attachment evolved in humans 
to secure their chances of mating 
and reproducing — successfully. 


In an interview with Christine - 


Ball, she describes romantic. love 
as “the elation and ‘obsessive 
thinking that happens when you 
first fall in love, evolved to enable 
you to focus your mating energy 
on just one individual, thereby 
conserving courtship time and 
energy.” 

In an article published by 


The Journal of Comparative 
Neurology, she and her colleagues 
Arthur Aron and Lucy Brown 
suggest that romantic love is not 
an emotion, rather it is a system of 
motivation. Prior to making this 
claim, the researchers designed 
an experiment using the fMRI 
to study blood flow in the brains 
of 10 women and 7 men who 
were then “wildly in love.” The 
subjects viewed two photographs- 
one of their lover and one of a 
neutral acquaintance who did 
not arouse any strong emotions, 
during which -the researchers 


recorded images of their brains. - 


Between the viewings, the 
researchers instructed the subjects 
to mentally count backward from 
a large number in effort to “clear” 
their minds of the tender emotions 
evoked from viewing a photo of 
their beloved. 

After analyzing and comparing 
144 fMRI images of the 
individuals’ brains while gazing 


‘at their lover and while looking 


at their neutral acquaintance, 
Fischer, Aron and Brown noticed 
blood flow patterns to the ventral 
tegmental area and the caudate 
nucleus in the brain when the 
individuals gazed at their lovers. 
The ventral tegmental area is part 
of the mesolimbic system, which 
is responsible for reward in the 
form of pleasure. The chemical 
messenger or neurotransmitter 
known as dopamine is released by 
neurons in this area. The caudate 
nucleus has dopamine receptors, 
which receives the chemical to 
regulate body movement. 

These results suggest that 


the experience of romantic 
love is associated with the 
neurotransmitter dopamine. 


The chemical is associated with 
high energy levels and focused 
attention, and is hypothesized 


to play a role in attention 
deficit/hyperactivity disorder, 
schizophrenia, Parkinson’s 


disease and drug and alcohol 
addiction. The euphoria and 
energy experienced by cocaine 
users may be comparable to the 
experience of romantic love, in 
that it acts as a dopamine agonist, 
which has rewarding effects. 
Indeed, what could be more 


- rewarding than sharing intimacy 


with the object of your desires? 
Could it be that the mysteries of 
our hearts actually reside in our 
heads? : ; 

The astonishing explanations 
science has offered since the 
boom of technology could soon 
make our centuries of wonder 
culminate with a flip of a 
switch. For neuropsychologists 
and others interested in the 
physiology of behavior, the brain 
is an under-explored frontier of 
cells, chemicals and electrical 
signals. Surely its secrets cannot 
be unfolded through the ‘fMRI 
pictures of 17 individuals in a 
laboratory. Despite the media’s 
sensationalizing of results such 
as these, they should only be 
accepted as precursors to further 
inquiry. 

For the woman described 
previously, however, no further 
inquiry is necessary. She has 
found her soul mate, the one who 
sets her heart ablaze. No water 
can wash away her lover’s imprint 
in the sand and, in our minds, 
nothing could be more beautiful. 


Jan Brody 
Advice Columnist 


Hey Jan, 


My boyfriend is a geek. I’ve been 
seeing him since High School and 
I have known this for quite some 
time. He plays Dungeons and 
Dragons every weekend with his 
smelly long haired friend. When 
I ask him to spend one weekend 
night away from his friends. he 
tells me he cant because he is 
about to get some kind of dragon 
I’ve never heard of. He spends 
every other spare minute on the 
computer or re-watching “Star 
Wars” in his “Star Wars” themed 
bedroom. I love him and all, he’s 
a really sweet guy and I think I’m 
ready. to finally move onto the 
next step... but it definitely doesn't 
seem like he is. Is there any way 
to turn this geek styled boy into a 
mature lover? 


Please help, 
Hopelessly Waiting 


Dear Hopeless, 


I can definitely see your dilemma 
here. You’ve been with this nerd 
fora few years and somehow stuck 
it out with him and managed to fall 


‘in love. I see that he has a quality 


that most men do not possess (the 
elusive “sweet” attribute) and 
you’re afraid that you’re never 


All Hail 


Rebecca Sasseville : 
Assistant Editor 


The Spill Canvas’ show at The 
Living Room in_ Providence, 
Rhode Island on February 2, 2006 
was a pleasant blend of emotional 
charged songs, with a mixture 
of melodious instrumentals and 
heartfelt vocals. Based out of 
South Dakota, this was the band’s 
first performance in Rhode Island 
but lack of attendance was not 
noticeable in the small back road 
venue. Lead singer and guitarist 
Nick Thomas hashed out his own 
lyrics in such a way that made the 
audience feel as though he still 
had the personal connection with 
the songs no matter the time since 
his experiences that inspired the 
songs. 

Around 10 o’clock the band 
set the stage by playing “Lust a 
Prime Vista,” their first song on 
their new album One Fell Swoop. 
With their lyrics like, “I want you 
staple-gunned right to my side all 
of the time”, singing along was 


undeniable and even encouraged 


by the band members. During 
theirperformance of “Secret Oath” 
they split in lyrics from a past 
single “The Tide” layering it with 
a new beat. The narrative anthem 
“Self-Conclusion” was _ played 
with just Thomas and guitarist 


Dan Ludeman on stage, offering 
a much closer connection with the 
audience than if the entire band 
had been on stage. Once the rest 
of the band mates, bassist Scott 
McGuire and drummer Joe Beck 
returned to the stage they started 
up a version of “Dutch Courage” 
that made the crowd move 
and sway along with its quick 
addictive beat. Throughout the 
show, the band switched back and 


going to find another dude that has 
that characteristic. But listen to 
yourself; he’s putting his friends, 
computer and “Star Wars” sheets 
in front of you. He can’t really 
be all that charming. The reason 
why you want to move onto the 
so-called “next step” is because 
you are clinging on to your High 
School relationship. For some 
strange reason you think having 
sex with him with make the 
relationship more mature. More 
likely than not doing the deed will 
complicate your relationship thus 
causing a mass of awkwardness 
and unnecessary tension. Dump 
the kid and move on to a hunk 
who appreciates your need for a 
night together sans video games. 


Hey Jan, 


This guy and I have been casually 
seeing each other for about a 
month, I think he wants to take 
things up a notch, but I can’t let 
him do that just yet. I wear jeans 
a lot, to hide my prosthetic leg. 
I’m pretty sure he hasn't figured 
that out yet. How can I tell him? 


Thanks. a lot, 
Master of Deception 


Dear Deceptive, 
The way I see it there are two 


ways you can go about telling 
this boy about your leg made of 


the Kmo 


The Spill Canvas 


forth between their slower songs 
and the more upbeat numbers 
definitely set up an emotional 
cycle within the crowd. Thomas 
would often introduce the songs 
and explain what they meant to 
him and before he performed 
“Break A Leg” he made sure to 
say the song was a little “risqué.” 
Also during this number there 
was a small drum solo by Beck 
that was somewhat impressive. 
Straying away from the album 
‘version of their song “The Night 
Will Go As Follows” they sped up 
the rhythm offering a new sound 
from a song on their first disc 
Sunsets and Car Crashes released 
in 2004. Closing out the show, 
Spill Canvas energetically played 
their most well known tune “All 
Hail the Heartbreaker”, offering 
a loud quick song to leave their 
audience on a high note. 

Two bands opened the show 
including As Tall as Lions hailing 
from New York with aset complete 
with ambient slow music. While 
ATAL were performing they did 
not have the ability to increase 
the enthusiasm that is usually 


Geeky Gaming Guys 


plastic. You can either be very 
casual about it or be very serious 
about it. No matter what, if you 
want to stay with this guy, you 
definitely need to tell him. You 
could casually slip it into one of 
your conversations during the day. 

I do not recommend using AIM 
or text messaging when it comes 
to divulging this truth. Say you 
are going out to a fancy restaurant — 
and you have to wear a dress. 
Boys expect complaining, so say 
something about the process of 
getting dolled up for such a nice 
night out. You could say, “Oh 
man, I really should shave my leg 
soon.” His reply, if he’s a smart 
boy, will be something along 
the lines of “Leg?” or “You only 
grow hair on one of your legs? 
That’s totally rad!” This is where 
you would laugh and say, “Oh, 
I thought I told you, I only have 
one leg.” Easy as cake, I tell you. 
If you want to be serious about it, 
tell him over that elegant dinner 
and cry your eyes out. He’ll 
probably love you more. 


If you would also like some first- 
class advice from yours truly, 
feel free to e-mail me at ask_jan_ 
voice @yahoo.com or leave me a 
note in the designated mail box 
outside of the Voice’s office on the 
third floor of our glorious Student 
Center. 


Lyricist 


show. 


associated with a rock 


Their bassist Brian Caesar was 
the only person in the band that 
showed any energy by moving 
sporadically and somewhat 
awkwardly around the stage. 
The second band, Hit the Lights 
noticed the lack of movement in 
the crowd and pleaded with them 
to “move around” and the people 
promptly listened. Hit the Lights 
sounds like a combination of 
New Found Glory, Fall Out Boy 
and Further Seems Forever and 
their performance was energetic 
and involved some audience 
participation in the form of hand 
claps and arm waving. The Living 
Room is found ona side street next 
to a Dunkin Donuts outlet, intent 
on keeping music fans out of their 
parking lot. The venue is small 


-and run down with many wires 


exposed and miserable lighting. 
The sound system was great and 
that’s all that matters, especially 
with such a competent line up. 
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21 
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OLP, 7pm 


Motvatonal Speaker: Johnnie Tuttel 


Wednesday, March 15 @ 11:30Am, Blne Lounge 


Johnnie was born with cerebral palsy and although he has used a 
wheel chair all his life, he has authorized five books, and also 
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1Yearbook Photos 
South Aud. 11-6 
Orientation 
Leader Info 
Session, C202, 3pm 
SEC Movie, OLP 
“Saw IP ipm 
SEC Supermarket 
Bingo, BL 8:00pm 


8 
GSA Bake Sale, 8-2, 
Science & Tech 


Commuter 
: SEC Co : 
Beer, Booze, Book Services: Art Ronnie a 
w/Jim Matthews Party, OLP N/S, 8:30pm 
8pm, Blue Lounge 7-10pm 


15 


“Underpants” Surreal Games: SEC Movie: 
Foothills Music Thea- | X-Box Night OLP,| CA Table, Sci- | “Rent” OLP, lpm 
ter, 2pm 7pm Tech, 9am-1pm 


SEC Coffeehouse: 


Orientation Lar. Valentine’s Day Reed Kendall 
Applications OLP, 8:30pm 
Available 4 


Z 


Yearbook Photos 


Concert: 11&6 | Ski/Snowboard 
South Aud. Dinner: see Trip: Mt. Snow 
; Movie: 8-10 5:30am-6:30pm 
Liaunopi Admin Theater oP 
Groundhog Day eee “ . CA Movie 
Surreal Sci Fi Night: DHL 
Fridays, DHL 8pm 6pm 


9 


CAB Breakfast | Factor, OLP 7pm 
Science & Tech ee mera 
9am-llam en 
$:30pm 
Surreal Sci Fi 
Fridays, DHL 


16 17 


TWA Slavery 
Exhibit, N/S Surreal Sci Fi ae 
10-1pm Fridays, DHL 7 os 
8-11lpm 7pm 


e i ay | 
. oneness? one s apanenencensateynaan se 


3 French Club 


10 wsc Fear 


8-lipm 


18 


| Z2 College Repubs: 


CA Table Civil War: 10am, EA 
' > Sci & Tech, 9-1 OL Info Session 
President’s 0 ane 
Day TWA Speaker: Spanish Club 
J. Kunjufu Social, OLP 4-7pm 
BS, 11:30am- TWA Braiding 
No Classes 12:45pm DHL, 6-10pm 
College Repubs 
Movie: “Glory” 
SHL, 7pm 


created a non-profit organization that purchases wheel chairs for 


people needing financial assistance with their mobility. 


Sponsore d by: Student Center/Student Activities Office, 
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OLP: One Lancer Place 
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In Cold Blood 


Christopher Degon 
Staff Writer 


Philip Seymour Hoffman is 
a name you may or may not 
recognize, though to the average 
person his face is instantly 
recognizable. For a long time he 
was a mildly successful supporting 
actor in many films including 
“Boogie Nights”, “Twister”, and 
“The Big Lebowski” to name a 
few. Finally, though, he has been 
given a lead role. In his latest film 
he plays none other than author 


and about town personality 
Truman Capote. 

Capote is the story of a five-six 
year period in the life of Truman 
Capote, the famed author of many 
works including “Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s”. One day while reading 
the newspaper, he notices a small 


article about a quadruple murder_. 
a From the first moment 


that took place in Holcomb, 
Kansas. Capote decides to travel 
there, with his friend and fellow 
author Harper Lee, in order to 
test out his theory that if written 
correctly, a non-fiction story can 
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7; 
earty a satisfying fiction-like 
‘success. Soon the murderers are 
caught and the real story begins. 
Capote has. to cope with the 
pressures of writing the story as 
well as the blooming relationship 
between himself and _ the 
murderers, each day being more 
and more trying on his patience 
and will to finish the book, aptly 
titled “In Cold Blood”. 

Acting here is absolutely top 


you see Hoffman in character, he 
ceases to be the actor and becomes 
Truman Capote.” Everything 
from his motions to his voice is 
absolutely dead on. It is of no 


surprise to see that Hoffman is 
the pick to win the Best Actor 
Oscar from numerous critics. By 
the end the viewer is able to see 
that Capote is selfish, pompous 
and insulting, yet we are able to 
absolutely feel compassionate 
toward him. Another actor 
that needs to be mentioned is 
Catherine Keener, who plays 


the, now reclusive, author of “To. 


Kill a Mockingbird” Harper Lee. 
Keener does a spectacular job of 
capturing the strength of Harper 
Lee in connection to Capote. She 
is the rock to which Capote is 
tied to for most of the film. Yet 
without her there to be the foil 


‘to Truman, he would seem just a 


little too much and the film would 
suffer for it. i 
The only thing I can find to 
criticize about Capote is that it 
can tend to drag. But beyond 
that it is a fantastic film that not 
only is entertaining, but also, 
like the book, forces viewers to 
question their views on sympathy 
to the guilty and ultimately, how 
our’ strongest beliefs may be 
manufactured by our own desire 
to disbelieve. 
(Capote is rated R, is currently. 
playing at the West Boylston 
Cinema, and has been nominated — 
for five Academy Awards.) 


photo: Kyle Costello 


Kyle Costello 


Editor-in-Chief 


Some controversy has arisen 
around the short-lived decoration 
of the Red Wall, which advertises 
the event to be held during Black 
History Month on Wednesday, 
February 22, titled “Emancipation 


and the 54"; The other side of the 


Civil War.” The event, sponsored 
by the WSC Republicans, The 
Sons of the Union, and the WSC 
History Department will discuss 
the contributions of the Black 
54" Regiment of Massachusetts, 
which fought for the Union in the 
Civil War. The controversy arose 
when an-unnamed student felt 
offended by a banner depicting 
crossed Union and Confederate 
flags which was present on the 
Red Wall. The Student Activities 
office was notified, and the banner 
was taken down. Alan Skumautz, 


Confederate Flag 


Alan Skumautz (WSC Republicans) rolls up contoversial poster ; 


fill each column, row, and 3x3 box so that each contains the digits 1 


Vice President of the College 
Republicans, appealed the Student 
Activities Office’s decision to 
remove the banner, saying it was 
in historical context and is not 
offensive. Skumautz remarked, 
“If were fighting the French, if 
this was the French-American 
war, it would have been an 
American and French flag. If you 
are denying the heritage of what 
the civil war is [by removing the 
flag], you’re being dishonorable 
to the 18 Black Medal of 
Honor winners, the Black 54th 
Regiment of Massachusetts, and 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
that freed the slaves.” The appeal 
is in progress, and a decision will 
be made by the Office of Student 
affairs early next week. While it’s 
too early to tell if the banner will 
make its way back up to the Red 
Wall, like they say, any publicity 
is good publicity. 


through 9. No row, column, or box may have the same digit in it. So- 
lution to this problem will be the in next issue. (www.sudoku.com) 


FAs COULD DO 
"WHERE'S 
RAVNEZ 


y” SAID HE NEEDED 
TO PICK UP ONE MORE 


THING TODAY. 


It’s True: WSC Has a Yearbook 


Rebecca Sasseville 


Assistant Editor 


Worcester State College is 


infamous for the lack of student 
participation in clubs, activities 
and student involvement. One 
club on campus in particular is on 


‘| the brink of extinction. Since the 


early part of the 1900s, students of 
the college have been putting out 
an annual yearbook. Currently 
the yearbook is being called 
Accolade, which is the ceremony 


‘used in bestowing knighthood, 


pertaining to the WSC mascot of 
the lancer. The club currently has 
only six members, three of which 
are seniors and will be leaving at 
the end of the semester including 
the yearbook’s editor Valerie 
Aguiar. 

Aguiar has been editor of the 
school’s yearbook for the past 


three years and has been in the» 


club for the past four. Over 
the past four years, the largest 
amount of members the club had 
was eight.” “We have yearbooks 
in the office from as far back as 
1977,” she said, “people were 
more involved back then, it took a 
long time to make [the yearbook] 
and they had to develop their own 
film.” Aguiar, a Nursing major, 
understands that in order to be in 
student activities “on this campus 
you need to be really dedicated. 
It’s hard to fit into the schedules 
of people. I’ve had way too 
many people come up to me after 
I tell them all the time I spend 
on cropping and doing work on 
[the book] whose replies were, 
‘Oh, I didn’t know we have a 
yearbook.’” 

There is also a general lack of 
interest in the yearbook. This may 
also be due in part to the lack of 
general knowledge that the school 
has a yearbook. Recently the club 


made up fliers and placed them 
around the Student Center and the 
residence halls to get the word out 
about the club, to gain members, 
gain candid photographs and 
general knowledge on the book. 
People don’t think that colleges 
have yearbooks because of the 
amount of people who attend 
the school. Because Worcester 
State is such a small school with 
a handful of clubs and a few 
weekly events it makes it fairly 
uncomplicated for a yearbook to 
be created, especially with the 
new technology found with digital 
cameras and digital imaging 
programs provided by the school 
to the yearbook committee. 

On February 1 and 2, 2006 
Yearbook commissioned a 
photographer to come to the 
school to take portraits of any 
senior that wished to have their 
photograph taken to put into 
the 2006 yearbook. During last 
semester, 130 people had their 
senior portrait taken during 
a session held at the school. 
Attendance was considerably low 
in juxtaposition with the number 
of seniors that are graduating at 
the end of this semester. With 
such a small amount of senior 
portraits there is an obvious lack 
of representation of the class. 
Two complaints, in particular, 
are heard most often when the 
photographer comes to the school 
. The first is people think the five 
dollar sitting fee is erroneous 
many claim they did not know 
that there was a photographer on 
campus. Some seniors feel that 
there should be no sitting fee, that 
this should be included within the 
fees they pay to attend the college. 
Because the photographer is 
privately contracted by the 
Yearbook committee and Student 
Activities it does not go through 


Altered Mental Status bv: Jarret Byrne 


What? This? 


Forget about 


those sorts of authorities. 

Kate Carney, class of 2006’s 
secretary, thinks that yearbook 
sales will go up this year because 
“student involvement had gone 
up” since she was a freshman. 
Some people still don’t feel a 
connection with the school enough 
to have an interest in purchasing 
or posing for the yearbook. This 
is partly because the vast majority 
of students at Worcester State 
are commuters — they drive in, 
go to class and leave; they don’t 
stay for events or club meetings. 
Aguiar says that, “students just 
aren’t involved.” The yearbook’s 
advisor Kristie DeSanctis has 
voiced her concern for the club 
by saying she’s “worried about 
next year.” 

Yearbooks for the spring 
graduates are usually not ready 
to be bought until Homecoming. 
This allows the yearbook to 
contain photographs from the 
actually graduation ceremony. 
Homecoming is great time to 
purchase yearbooks because 
students from all the years come 
back to the school and signatures 
are easy to obtain from friends 
that haven’t been seen since the 
end of the semester. Yearbooks 
can be ordered before graduation 
for a cheaper price and they can be 
sent to the student’s house. Last 
year about 40 people preordered 
yearbooks. 200 yearbooks are 
printed every year and most of 
them end up in storage in the 
yearbook office. 

The editor wants the school to 
know that “it’s never too late” to 
join any of the clubs on campus, 
they’re always doing new things. 
The Yearbook Committee is “such 
a small group that it’s easy to 
bring people in:and be accepted,” 
she said. “We could use anybody’s 
talent, photographers, or art.” 


y society that would give 
ap a little liberty to gain a 
little security will deserve 


neither and lose both.” 
-Benjamin Franklin 


TLL GIVE YOU MY 


GOLD AND PLATINUM CARDS 
_FOR ANOTHER BUTTON. 


BUT LET ME JUST TELL 
YOU UP FRONT THAT I KNOW 
EXACTLY WHAT I WANT AND WON'T 
BE SUCKED INTO SPENDING MORE 
MONEY THAN PLANNED ON. 

~ wy - 


eid 
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History of Terror: Jack the Ripper 


Bobby Fournier 
Staff Writer 


Have you ever heard the tale of 
Jack the Ripper? I’m sure you’ve 
heard at least bits and pieces of it. 
Jack the Ripper was a serial killer 
who butchered several prostitutes 
or as the British liked to call 
them, “unfortunates”, in London 
in 1888. These horrific murders 
took place in the Whitechapel 
district, an area known for its 
criminals, violence, prostitution, 
and lower class working peoples. 
The significance of Jack the 
Ripper is not that he killed 
these poor women, but how he 
performed their murders. Some 
of his methods will be later 
explained. Unfortunately for his 
victims, Jack the Ripper was never 
caught and brought to justice. 
He is considered one of the first 
“modern” serial killers because 
the media was available to report 
his slayings and the news spread 
to a rapidly increasing literate 
society. 

It is not completely certain how 


many people Jack the Ripper killed 


but police believed that there were 
only five victims. These women, 
working in the. prostitution 
profession, were killed between 
August and November of 1888. 
The first, Mary “Polly” Nichols, 
was butchered on August ‘31. 
The London Times reported that 
“a fellow-lodger named Nelly 
Holland, who claimed to have 
seen her at 2:30 a.m. on Thrawl 
Street, was the last to see her 
alive.” A police constable found 
Nichols’ body at 3:45 a.m. He 
claimed to have come upon it as 
he walked. The constable also 
admitted that “he had been round 
the same place some half an hour 
previous to that and did not see 
anyone.” When he examined the 
body, he saw blood oozing from 
a wound in the throat as well as 
her clothes disarranged. She had 
several circular bruises on her 
face, possibly indicating that a 
fist struck her. There were also 
deep gashes in her abdomen. 
There were no eyewitnesses to 
her slaying. 

The second victim, Annie “Dark 
Annie” Chapman, was murdered 


on September 8. Her body was 
found lying parallel to a fence. 
She appeared as if she had been 
fighting. Chapman’s injuries were 
brutal. Her throat had been cut 
back to the spine and her insides 


were lifted out and dropped over 
. her right shoulder. The murderer 


took a few souvenirs from 
Chapman. Her womb, vagina, 
and two-thirds of her bladder 
were cut out with a 12-inch 
bladed knife and carried away. 
There were no witnesses. : 

Jack the Ripper’s next victim, 
Elizabeth Stride, died in a not-so- 
similar fashion. She was killed 
on September 30. Her body was 
found in a courtyard near the 
Socialist Club. Unlike Chapman, 
who was maniacally butchered, 
her only wound was a slashed 
throat. Louis Diemschutz, a local 
jewelry salesman, found her body 
in Dutfield’s Yard at 1 o’clock in 
the morning. Just as The London 
Times reported, Stride’s murder 
was part of a “double event” 
that would claim the life of the 
Ripper’s next victim, Catharine 
Eddowes, a little further into the 


night. 
The fourth victim in the series 
of murders, Catharine Eddowes, 
was killed on the same night as 
Stride. She was stabbed in the 
face, which severely disfigured 
her appearance. Her eyelids were 
slit and her throat was slashed left 
to right. Like Chapman, the killer 
took her uterus as well as her 
left kidney away. Interestingly 
enough, her intestines were drawn 
out and placed over her right 
shoulder just as in the case of 
Chapman. A 2-foot piece of her 
intestine was detached and placed 
between the body and her left arm. 
The Ripper cut off and took both 
of her ears. 

This time, however, the Ripper 
left a written message on a nearby 
stonewall. It announced The 
Juwes are the men That Will not be 
Blamed for nothing.” Sir Charles 
Warren, head of the Metropolitan 
Police, erased this significant 
piece of evidence in fear that the 
inscription would lead to a rise 
of renewed hatred toward the 
Jews who emigrated from Eastern 
Europe. After Eddowes’ murder, 


The Army ROTC Leader's Training Course is a paid 4-week summer experience that marks the beginning of your career 


as an Officer, a leader of the U.S. Army. 


ENROLL IN ARMY ROTC 


BECOME AN ARMY 


[us.anmy } ° 


Attend the Leader’s Training Course after your sophomore year & earn credit for 2 years of Army ROTC. 
BECOME ELIGIBLE FOR A 2-YEAR FULL-TUITION SCHOLARSHIP. 
Contact Captain Ted Painter at 508-831-5268 or tpainter@wpi.edu 
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Jack the Ripper took some time 
off due to the increase of police 
on the streets in the Whitechapel 
district. It wasn’t until November 
when he would reestablish his 
quest for murder. 

The Ripper struck again on 
November 9, 1888. This time 
the victim was Mary Kelly. 
Friends described her as “tall and 
pretty, and as fair as a lily, a very 
pleasant girl who seemed to be 
on good terms with everybody.” 
Unfortunately . for Kelly, the 
Ripper did not care about these 
attributes. The body of Mary 
Kelly was mutilated the worst 
among all the Ripper’s victims. 
According to the autopsy report 
of Dr. Thomas Bond, a veteran 
police surgeon, her body was 
in disarray. “The whole of the 
surface of her abdomen and 
thighs were removed. The breasts 
were cut off, the arms mutilated, 
and the face hacked beyond 
recognition. The uterus, kidney 
with one breast was placed under 
the head, the other breast by the 
right foot, and the liver between 
the feet.” 

Although Jack the Ripper was 
never caught, the police had 
its own list of suspects. They 
included butchers, doctors, 
Jews, and famous personalities. 
However, the Metropolitan Police — 
downsized its list to three main 
suspects. The first, Montague 
John Druitt, was a doctor’ who 
committed suicide by drowning 
in the Thames in December of 
1888. His only true link to being 
the Ripper was his well dressed 
appearance and his likeness to 
many witness accounts claiming 
the Ripper had a “moustache, 
dark-hair, and was respectable 
looking.” However his slender 
build did not match the claims 
of the witnesses of him having 
a heavy physique. There was 
insufficient evidence to bring 
charges against Druitt. 

The second main suspect, Aaron 
Kosminski, was a Polish Jew who 
was ‘enlisted as clinically insane 
and locked up in an asylum 
somewhere in Germany. Because 
Kosminski was locked up during 
the time of the slayings, there 
was no evidence to confirm his 
participation in the murders. 
The third: suspect, Dr. Francis — 
Tumblety, would have been the — 
most likely of these three suspects 
to commit the murders of Jack the 
Ripper. The reasoning behind this 
argument is Tumblety’s previous 
history. He committed abortions, 
giving him a more detailed 
knowledge of the uterus, which 
was taken away from several of 
Jack the Ripper’s victims. In the 
1860’s, he showed his guests at 
a dinner party specimens of the 
uteri in glass jars. It wa well 
known that he hated women. 
After the murders, Tumblety fled 
to America. 

Jack the Ripper was never found. 
His legacy remains a mystery in 
the rational world. There have 
been many myths, questions, and 
guésses about the case of Jack the 
Ripper. In his letters to the police, 
the Ripper claimed, “men will 
look back and say I gave birth to 
the twentieth century.” He may 
have not been too far from the 
truth. 


01/03/06 


12:49 a.m. 

Unit 22 performed a vehicle 
patrol of campus. Parking lot 
crew was on campus starting the 


‘snow cleanup. 


4:00 a.m. 
Units 21 and 22 performed a 


vehicle patrol off campus to assess 


surrounding street conditions. 


~ 4:30 a.m. 


Unit 22 called on-call maintenance 


_ supervisor and informed him of 


the road conditions. He stated that 
he would call back and update the 


_ department on the status of school 


opening today. 

01/04/06 

4:06 p.m. 

Complaint of cars exiting 
emergency exit along Front 


roadway onto. May St./Chandler 
St. intersection. Closed gate and 


chained. 


4:11 p.m. 

Report of gas smell coming from 
in front of the Student Center. 
Units 19 and 31 responded. 
Fumes originated from two plow 
trucks in Art Lot, Gym Lot and 
Student Center Lot. 


7:00 p.m. 

Units 19 and 31 tried to serve 
a restraining order to a student 
(209A). Not in room. 


01/05/06 


7:45 p.m. 


‘Restraining order (209A) hand 


delivered to resident of CV 


13-1. Opened by resident and ~ 


understood by the same. Copy 
placed in FYI book. 


01/09/06 

8:37 p.m. 

Call received in regards to a 
vandalized cabinet in the STC 
electric room. 


01/10/06 

S.15 p.m. 

Unit 19 investigating report of 
breaking and entering in room in 
Wasylean Hall. 


01/11/06 

12:00 p.m. 

Unit 13 dispatched to investigate 
suspicious vehicle with broken 
window off campus with WSC 
Parking Permit. 


01/13/06 

10:30 a.m. 

A female student worker slipped 
and fell on some black ice outside 
of the Student Center. 


01/14/06 

1:15 a.m. 

Units 24 and 33 respond to a call 
from R.A. in duty to assist them 
with a noise complaint. 


01/16/06 
3:54 p.m. 


_ Student reports missing items 


from her room. 


8:31 p.m. 

Fire alarm from CV 10-1. WFD 
Engine #9 respond with Units 19 
and 15. Resident was cooking with 


January Ist to January 31st 


a dirty oven. Resident advised to 
clean oven prior to future use. 


01/17/06 

2:00 a.m. 

Unit 23 did tour of DH and found 
trash in 5" floor hallway, 3" floor 
ladies bathroom window open, 
and trash on the 1‘ floor hallway. 
All quiet at this time. 


5:20 a.m. 


A pipe broke in front of Wasylean 
Hall 


6:02 a.m. - 

Wasylean Hall put on phone alert 
due to broken water pipe and 
steam coming from hot water. 


9:51 a.m. 

Units 32 and 13 respond to Gym 
104 to remove a 22 rifle left 
behind by a retired employee. 


1:11 p.m. 

Units 32 and 16 attempt to. serve 
restraining order to resident 
student at residence CV 13-1 and 
class. Contact made by Captain in 
police office. 


1:16 p.m. 

Unit 13 responds to motor vehicle 
accident at May and Claridge. No 
injuries. WPD in route. 


4:29 p.m. 

Unit 19 received a report of a 
stolen phone from room 311 
Wasylean Hall. 


11:00 p.m. 
Patrolman 15 confiscated a 12 
pack of beer from a non-student. 


01/18/06 

12:13 a.m. 

Patrolman 14 confiscated 
alcoholic beverages from a non- 
student in front of Chandler 
Village 13. ‘ 

3:30 p.m. 

Report of water in mechanical 
room. Chief was _ notified. . 


Facilities will be on around 
the clock tonight to watch and 
make sure the problem does not 
reoccur. 


01/19/06 

2:29 a.m. 

Patrolman 15 confiscated a 
Massachusetts operators license 
from a commuter student that 
belonged to another student for 
purchasing alcoholic beverages at 
a club. 


11:45 p.m. 
Unit 24 received a noise complaint 
coming from room 509. 


01/20/06 
2:20 p.m. 
Unit 24 observed two males 
arguing in front of Dowden Hall. 


4:20 p.m. 
Woman states student speeding 
through lot almost hit here. 


01/21/05 
2:10 a.m. 
Unit 24 saw a student trying to 
hide a large object. When 24 
stopped the vehicle he ran and 
24 chased him. 24 caught up to 


him and the student threw a black 


baseball bat to the ground. 


01/22/06 

12:13 a.m. 

Units 22 and 24 were notified 
of a. breaking and entering in 
progress. 


7:00 p.m. 
Officer 18 responded to 609C for 
an alarm. Hair iron set it off. 


01/23/06 

12:50 a.m. 

Units 22, 24 and ISrespond to 
a call from the ISO stating that 
there was marijuana smoking in 
the 5" floor. Call was unfounded, 
RA to make a report to housing 
regarding an issue with resident. 


7:40 p.m. 
Student reports unwanted 
computerized instant messages. 


01/24/06 


10:38 a.m. 
Stolen personal property from 
Admin 105. 


4:22 p.m. 

Report from a resident student 
that her car was broken into while 
parked in RL Lot. CD player 
stolen. Possibly part of previous 
breaks done during same time 
period. 


01/26/06 

12:33 p.m. 

Lost dog brought to the police 
station. Unit 32 looked up 
owner on getmehome.co, owner 
contacted and will be by to get 
dog. 


01/27/06 

12:40 a.m. 

Student escorted a non-student to 
the lobby of Wasylean Hall after a 
physical altercation. 


2:15 a.m. 

Units 24, 33 and 15 respond to 
a call from the ISO of a fight 
in progress at the lot in front of 
Wasylean Hall. . 


7:43 a.m. 

Units 32 and 13 respond to 
Wasylean Hall 213 for student 
having difficulty breathing. 


8:44 a.m. 
Malicious destruction, 2" floor of 
Dowden Hall. 


8:14 p.m. 

RA’s doing health and safety 
checks in Wasylean Hall found 
drug paraphernalia. 


10:48 p.m. 

Officers 18 and 15 conducting 
walkthrough of Dowden Hall 
when room door opened loud 
yelling was heard. 


01/28/06 

5:30 a.m. 

Units 22 and 24 receive a call 
for a suspicious male wandering 
through the floors of Dowden 
Hall. Male was found on the 3" 
floor and escorted back to his 
room. 


01/29/06 


2:55 p.m. 

Call received from an RA of a 
student stuck in a bathroom in CV 
4-3. Unit 18 responded to scene. 
Door handle fell off. Resident in 
bathroom for 40 minutes at that 
point. Maintenance paged. 


01/30/06 

12:50 a.m. 

Units 22 and 24 perform a foot 
patrol of Dowden Hall. Units 
speak to two rooms on the 3” 
floor and one on the 5" telling 
them to turn the music down. 


4:00 a.m. 

Units 22 and 15 responded to acall 
for people throwing snowballs at 
their windows in CV building 22. 
Suspects gone on arrival. 


5:20 p.m. 
Unit 19 received a report of a hit 
and run in the lower resident lot. 


5:39 p.m. 

Units 18 and 19 working on 
an investigation/interviews of 
suspect/witnesses. 


Total number of dispatch calls: 
410 

Total amount of time on calls 
reported: 12,088 minutes 
Average time on calls reported: 
42 minutes 


Interested in having your poem 
or short story published in The 
Voice? Please send your submis- 
sions to: 

studentvoice @worcester.edu, 
with “Literary” in the subject 
line. Please be sure to include 
your name with your submission. 
Thanks!! 


Do you want to improve 


your writing? Come to the 
Writing Center! The center 
offers peer tutoring, writing re- 
sources, workshops, and more. 
It is located in Sullivan 302. 
Hours are Monday-Thursday 
9-3, Friday 9-1, and Monday 
and Wednesday nights from 5- 
8. Call 929-8112 to-make an 
appointment or just stop by. Be 
sure to check out the website at 
www.worcester.edu/owl 


Looking for 
Good Bands? 
dx et ei 


theundergroundscene.net pro- 
vides everything you need to 
find those great bands that are 
flying just below the radar. 
Connect with fans who have 
similar interests as you. Get 
reviews of the latest releases, 
interviews, shows in your area, 
and much more. Also earn 
“scene points” by participat- 
ing in the community. Sign up 
for your free account at www. 
theundergroundscene.net 


Tf you would like to submit an 
original photograph to the Voice, 
send it to: 

studentvoice @worcester.edu with 
“photo” in the subject line. 


here’s Wallyum? 


Hey there kids! It’s me, 
Will Brideau. Usually though, 
they call me Wallyum. Have 
I got an exciting game for you 
lucky readers to play! 

When I’m not pwning 
‘noobs (if you don’t know what 
that is, you’re not cool enough 
to) in Day of Defeat, I love to 
hide from people. Usually Pll 
just hide from my suite mates. 
They’re not very good though 
and never find me. It’s almost as 
if they’re not looking. 

Today I thought that I 
would try something different. I 
talked to my friends at the school 


paper and they agreed to let me 
hide in this edition of the Student 
Voice. So I shrunk myself down 
and am now hiding amongst the 
articles in this paper. 

That’s right kids. I’m 
hiding somewhere in this paper. 
You’re job is to find me. I could 
be anywhere. I could be.on any 
page of this paper. You’re gonna 
need a keen eye to spot me. 

Now you may be ask- 
ing yourself “What’s in it for 
me?”: Well, if you find me you 
will be entered in a raffle to win 
a fabulous prize. Trust me, I’ve 
seen it and the prize is pretty aw- 
some. This is all you have to do 
to enter: 


|. Find and circle me in the pa- 
per 

2. cut out the part of the paper 
you found me in 

3. Attach the piece you cut out to 
a piece of paper with your name, 
phone number, and address on 
it. 

4. slide the paper undet the door 
of the Student Voice office (Third 
Floor of Student Center) 

Good Luck! 


The Student Voice | February 13, 2006 7 


Ae 


Alcohol 
(Continued From Front Page) 


A student found guilty of a first 
alcohol violation faces general 
probation for a semester. They 
also must attend an alcohol 
awareness class and their parents 
are called if they are under 21. For 
a second violation, the student is 
put on disciplinary probation, 
which prohibits them from 
participating in school activities 
and organizations. They also face 
a 50 dollar fine. A resident found 
guilty of a third violation can 
be expelled from the school or 
residence halls. A commuter can 
be suspended from school as well 
as banned from upper campus. 
These violations carry over for a 
student’s entire academic career. 

After being accused of an alcohol 
violation, students are referred to 
the judicial affairs department. 
A date for a judicial hearing is 
given. Depending on the number 
of potential cases being processed 
at the time, a student could wait 
over 6 months after the violation 
occurs before they are allowed 
to plead their case at a judicial 
hearing. 

During the judicial hearing, 
the accused students are read the 
police report from the event in 
question. They are then allowed 
to make a plea on the charges as 
well as tell their side of the story. 
Students are informed of the 
decision by mail within three days 
of the hearing. If found guilty of 
the violation, a student has the 
right to appeal the decision in 
front of a panel of their peers. 

The policy of Worcester State 
College is written in such a way 
that when a resident assistant or 
police officer writes up a room 
for an alcohol violation, everyone 
in the building is accused. It does 
not matter if you were simply 
doing homework in your room 
or sleeping, you are still served a 
judicial notice. 

This policy accuses a large 
amount of innocent victims. For 
every student that is legitimately 
accused of an alcohol violation, 
there is a sob story of a student 
that was simply in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. 

Such is the case for a resident 
of Chandler Village who spoke 
to the Student Voice on the 
condition that their name not be 
printed due to pending judicial 
actions. The student was in their 
room upstairs doing homework. 
There was a party going on in 
the common room downstairs. 
Police reported the noise from the 
party and confiscated alcohol as 
well as wrote up those involved. 


They also saw it fit to write up the 
student who was doing homework 
upstairs. The officer also searched 
the student’s roommate’s fridge 
and found alcohol in it. 

When asked about these wrongly 
accused students, Julie Kazarian, 
head of Residence Life and 
former head of Judicial Affairs, 
stated that this is the reason that 
the school has judicial hearings. 
Resident Assistants are advised 
to write up anyone they feel is 
violating a policy. They are told 
to write down all the mformation 
that they feel would be relevant to 
a judicial hearing. At the hearing, 
the students are allowed to 
plead their case and the facts are 
analyzed. In theory, if a student is 
innocent they will be exonerated 
in the hearing. 

In reality however, this is 
not always the case. Like any 
system, it has its flaws and certain 
students receive penalties when 
they should have been found 
innocent. Resident Assistants and 
Campus Police are not always the 
passive force the administration 
states they are. There have been 
student reports of RA’s and police 
officers actively knocking on the 
doors of quiet apartments hoping 
to find alcohol in plain site. 

So how can students ensure 
that they do not get in trouble for 
violations they are not responsible 
for? Kazarian suggests that 
students cooperate fully with 
RA’s and campus police so that 
they may document the situation 
to their fullest ability. If they 
have a complaint about how the 
incident was handled, they should 
then contact on of the professional 
staff members of Resident Life to 
register their complaint. 


Humpday 


Harmony 
Featuring: 
Reed Kendall 


February 15th 
8:30 p.m. in the OLP 


Free coffee and food 


The Man Who Found 
The American Dream 


Christopher Degon 
Staff Writer 


(Authors Note: The article you 
are about to read has been done in 
a very distinct and different style 
of “New Journalism”. It is known 
as Gonzo journalism. The point 
of which is to be a free flowing, 
almost stream of conscious article/ 
narrative. As such it should be 
noted that there should be minimal 
to no edits or corrections. So hold 
onto your hats, because this may 
get weird.) 

I was somewhere in Worcester, 
in the middle of the city, when 
the news came on the radio. | 
vividly remember February 21* 
being stuck behind a school bus. 
I was late for work and my level 
of frustration was reaching its 
peak when “Stairway to Heaven” 
ended and the bi-hourly news 
report began. The first bulletin 
was something about the lead 
singer of some washed up hair 
band. The second was about 
the President, it was probably 
negative. I was barely paying 
attention when the third bulletin 
was announced. “Yesterday, at 
his home on Owl Farm, famed 
Doctor of Journalism Hunter S. 
Thompson committed suicide.” 

Time stopped and I was left 
alone with my thoughts. “No,” I 
thought “he wouldn’t do that, he 
couldn’t do that.” But of course 
he did. As Jefferson Airplanes 
“White Rabbit” started playing 
in tribute the bus in front of me 
began moving again and I was 
pulled away from my thoughts. 
Work passed by quickly. I felt 
numb the whole time. Though 
waiting on customers in the cold 
room may have been the cause of 
that. 

Anyway, for the rest of the 
evening, roughly 3-6, it was as 
if I floated through the motions 
at work. Finally I got home and 
turned on the news. Those damn 
reporters, always so cheerful. No 
matter what murder, mayhem or 
chaos they report on, at the end of 
their half hour they always have 
that sickening grin on their face. 
Their oh so perfect teeth glistening 
in the most unobtainable way. 

The television turned off and 
the turning of pages began. The 
world seemed slightly off kilter. 
Rereading some of my favorite 
passages I felt as if a piece of 


my hand had been blown off, 
maybe just a finger or two, but 
enough to hurt. I lifted the book 
to my face and inhaled. The smell 
was intoxicating and the grief 
eventually subsided. . 

In the news, (damn reporters) 
they reported that Hunter had 
ended his life by putting the barrel 
of a gun in his mouth, and pulling 
that happy trigger. According to 
Rolling Stone Magazine the last 
thing Hunter wrote was a short 
note entitled “Football Season 
is Over’. Here is the note in its 
entirety from the article: 


“No More Games. No More 
Bombs. No More Walking. No 
More Fun. No More Swimming. 
67. That is 17 years past 50. 17 
more than I needed or wanted. 
Boring. I am always bitchy. No 
Fun -- for anybody. 67. You are 
getting Greedy. Act your old age. 
Relax -- This won't hurt.” 

One could argue that Hunter 
had been killing himself for forty 
years. It was just that this time, he 
got it right. From his early days 
riding with the Hells Angels for 
a story, to his drug fueled trip 
through Vegas, nearly everything 
had been practice in systematic 
self-destruction. It was almost as 
if he were going out on his own 
terms. The article brought back 
memories of furiously turning the 
pages of Fear and Loathing in Las 
Vegas, and memorizing some of 
the key quotes, “When you bring 
an act into this town, you want 
to bring it heavy. Don’t waste 
any time with cheap shucks and 
misdemeanors. Go straight for the 
jugular. Get right into felonies.” 

But I wasn’t alone. Johnny 
Depp, the famed actor and 
personal friend of Hunter put up 
upwards of two million dollars 
to honor Hunters will and send 
him out as he wanted. Hunters’ 
last request was to have his ashes 
fired out of a cannon shaped like a 
knife with a hand on top holding a 
peyote button. In the end it ended 
up being one hundred and fifty 
three feet tall (that’s taller than 
the statue of liberty). While only 
a handful of people were allowed 
on the property, including John 
Kerry, Bill Murray, and George 
McGovern, thousands flocked 
to the area to join together as a 
cult of the weird to give their last 
respects. I think we can be called 
a cult, we practically worship the 


man. The beautiful article, written — 
by Douglas Brinkley, sent me to 
tears with its explanation of how 
Hunter was an angel having his, 
“last rebel yell”. 

For a brief moment I felt like 
I was there, with him the whole 
time, as I read the words. I was 
there as he got beaten by the 
Hells Angels. I was in the “Great 
Red Shark” with Thompson’s 
alter ego, Raul Duke, and Dr. 
Gonzo, driving along the Nevada 
highway with, “ two bags of 
grass, seventy-five pellets of 
mescaline, five sheets of high- 
powered blotter acid, a saltshaker 
half-full of cocaine, a whole 
galaxy of multi-colored uppers, 
downers, screamers, laughers... 
Also, a quart of tequila, a quart 
of rum, a case of beer, a pint of 


raw ether, and two dozen amyls.”” 
Finally, I was there with Hunter 
at the Kentucky Derby, watching 
all the “decadent and depraved” 
from the press box. 

I was’ very nervous asking 
about Hunter. While I know that 
there were many who loved him, 
there were many more who hated 
him. So it was with an unsure 
feeling that I asked Professor 
Robert Walker, of the Languages 
and Literature Department and 
Senior advisor of this paper, 
what he thought of the good — 
Doctor. “It was my generation” 
he explained, “I was younger and 
found it refreshing. I have a real 
soft spot for Hunter. He was such 
an opportunist, and so far out, — 
there was something truthful and 
authentic about him.” 

As I rethink these memories — 
and relive these feelings, nearly 


one year since, something has 


occurred to me. Who am I? What 
possible purpose do I have writing 
an article about Hunter? I never 
knew him and certainly never met 
him. There are so many others out 
there who are more qualified than 
I could ever be. In fact my whole 
perception of the man seems to be 
based on one BBC documentary 
and a character Thompson created - 
to distance himself from the story. 
Maybe what started off an article 
to raise people awareness of 
Hunter, has become my own way 
of finally saying goodbye. I think 
I’m ready. This wont hurt. Rest in 
peace Hunter, rest in peace. 


Broaden Your Horizons 


Elizabeth Gray 
Staff Writer 


From the Shakespearian play 
‘The Merry Wives of Windsor’ 
(1600), the origin of the cliché 
“the world is your oyster” can 
be found; a phrase, that as an 
aspiring individual, you should be 
thinking about. Simply defined, 
you have the ability to achieve 
anything you want. 

As a full time student, there 
are many opportunities that are 
open to you, on and off campus; 
therefore it is important that you 
embrace them. In one to four 
years, you may be graduating 


and entering the big wide world, 
so for that reason alone you may 
as well make the most of the 
opportunities that are exclusive to 
you right now. 

Whatever career path you are 
contemplating, besides your 
current academic studies, your 
personal development is just as 
important. Studying abroad for a 
semester is something you should 
at least consider. A semester 
abroad not only gives you the 
opportunity to study somewhere 
new but opens your eyes to 
different cultures and societies in 
addition to making a new circle of 
friends. Visiting new places and 
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being apart of a different culture 
will broaden the mind and boost 
your self confidence knowing 
what you are capable of achieving 
— it would be a fantastic personal 
achievement. 

Kelly O’Brien, Assistant Director 
for International Programs at 
Worcester State College, insists 
that there are many great reasons 
to study abroad. “Studying 
abroad allows you to immerse 
into another culture and it is 
often a life changing experience. 
Studying abroad challenges 
you on a personal level. You 
will develop self confidence, 
independence, and self reliance. 
You will also get credit for your 


academic work abroad that will 


lead to graduation.” Employers 
too, recognize that you have the 
staying power and are capable 
of ‘thinking outside of the box.” 
By widening your international 
knowledge, you.demonstrate that 
you are culturally aware — an 
invaluable quality employers look 
in a potential employee. O’Brien 
added, “nowadays, employers 
actively seek college graduates 
who have spent time studying 
abroad because they want 
employees with an international 
knowledge base as well as foreign 
language skills.” 

Above all, having the opportunity 
to travel is not something to be 
sneered at. If you have not yet 
had the opportunity to leave the 


country yet for any period of 
time, maybe now is your chance. 
Learning to be independent as 
a traveler and to still have the 
support network of your college 
and the host institution is priceless. 
Having this support provides 
reassurance and encouragement 
in your adventure. 

An adventure is exactly what 
you should be regarding this as 
and you should grasp is firmly 
with both hands and an open ~ 
mind. Broaden your horizons 
by considering a _ semester 
abroad. Visit Kelly O’Brien 
in International Programs, 
Administration building, Room 
A-308 for more details and 
discover the possibilities. 


